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‘Indian Artists of Yesteryear’ Exhibition at the Bhavan Centre, UK 
Monday 11th to Sunday 17th June 2012 

 
NuGa Arthouse, an art consultancy with offices in London (UK), 
and Ahmedabad (India), strives to exhibit and promote 
interesting works of art from the Indian subcontinent and is very 
pleased to bring to the UK for the very first time some 
wonderful works by prominent Indian Artists of Yesteryear. 
 
NuGa Arthouse is proud to exhibit these works at the Bharatiya 
Vidya Bhavan UK Centre’s M.P. Birla Millennium Art Gallery 
from the 11th to the 17th June 2012.   
 

The exhibition includes works by Gujarati yesteryear artists: Kanu Desai (1907-80), Somalal 
Shah (1905-94), Hiralal Khatri (1906-91), Shantilal Shah (1922-93), Ravishankar Raval 
(1892-1979) and Rasik Durgashankar Raval (1928-80).   

 
From these well-known artists, Ravishankar Raval was largely 
responsible for energizing the art scene in Gujarat and 
advising many young aspiring artists to follow their vocation 
and further their education in art.  
 
Raval would often recommend his talented students to study at 
renowned Art colleges such as the J.J. School of Art, Mumbai 
and Kala Bhavan in Shantiniketan.  
 
Bengal and Gujarat have always had a strong artistic 
connection. It began with Rabindranath Tagore’s first visit to 
Ahmedabad in 1878 that continued on to the 1930’s.  
 
Tagore also had a relationship with Gandhi, and this friendship 
played an important role in connecting Gujarat with other art 

centres of India. Gandhi reinforced the links between Shantiniketan and Ravishankar 
Ravals’s Gujarat Chitra Kala Sangh.  
  

In 1938, Gandhi invited Nandalal Bose and Ravishankar Raval 
to work together at the Haripura Congress Convention. This 
historical meeting of both artists became the turning point of 
Gujarat’s artistic journey. It was around this time that that 
Raval, having read E.B. Havell’s critiques on Indian art, was 
convinced that India needed to break free of British academic 
art education and emerge with a truly Indian idiom. 
 
Raval was fascinated with Shantiniketan’s ideology of the art 
school as an ashram and so keeping this in mind he started the 
Gujarat Chitra Kala Sang in his own home.  
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At the Chitra Kala Sang, Raval introduced water colour and wash techniques, similar to the 
Bengal revivalist movement, with Japanese brushwork, a technique used by the Kalighat 
painters. 
 

Some well-known students of the Gujarat Chitra Kala Sangh 
were Rasiklal Parikh, who later became the head of C.N. 
College of Fine Arts in Ahmedabad. Somalal Shah who 
excelled in water colours, Kanu Desai who was known for his 
set designs, Jagan Mehta for his photographs of Gandhi, the 
muralist Shantilal Shah and portrait artist Hiralal Khatri. 
 
The ‘Indian Artists of Yesteryear’ exhibition is open daily from 
11am to 7pm starting from Monday 11th June and ending on 
Sunday 17th June, with a late night reception on Thursday 14th 
June from 6pm to 9pm. All works from this exhibition will be on 
sale and can be viewed in advance at www.nuga-
arthouse.com. For further information and to RSVP your 
attendance for the late night reception please contact 
info@nuga-arthouse.com. 
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